
 

Please register by January 20, 2018. 
Contact Ryan Kimberlin for registration, lodging or transportation. 
Text or call 903-357-3355 - 7am-9pm CST. Email: ryjaki@gmail.com 

 

Online Registration (We prefer this method) 

https://goo.gl/forms/llGazGedfv1kQ7Zw1 
 

There is no registration fee for this event.  
TTC is funded by the schools that attend and individual contributions.  

A box for contributions will be available at the registration table.  
Cost is around $30 per attendee. 

Make all checks payable to Osceola Christian Fellowship.  
If you have questions, get with Ryan Kimberlin during the event. 

 

Teacher Resources and Project Ideas 
An area will be designated to display: 

Classroom teaching aids 
Books 

Arts and crafts 
Science projects 

Student work 
Creative writing assignments 

Photos/Yearbooks 
Or anything else you care to share! 

 

Texas Teacher Conference 
Committee Members 

Ken Kauffman - Huntsville, AR. 479-737-4290 
Gabriel Beachy - Bastrop, TX. 512-718-7268 

Dennis Friesen - Checotah, OK. 918-473-0384 
Ryan Kimberlin - Osceola, TX. 903-357-3355 
Ernie Weaver - Osceola TX. 817-240-7171 

 

 

8th Annual  

 

 

Texas Teachers Conference  

 
 

January 25-26, 2018 

 

 

Theme: 

Heart Matters 
Nurturing Spiritual life in Students 

For teachers, board members, parents and 
supporters of Christian education in 

Texas and nearby states. 
 

Osceola Christian School 
105 South Stevens St 

Itasca, TX 76055 

 

 



 

2018 Schedule 

Thursday, Jan 25th  
5:00 PM. Registration  
6:15 PM. Opening Remarks, Prayer --------------------------------------------- Ken Kauffman 
6:20 PM. Singing -------------------------------------------------------------------- Ryan Kimberlin  
6:30 PM. The Heart Matters! ------------------------------------------------------ Jonathan Erb 
7:30 PM. Supper  
 

Friday, Jan 26th  
7:45 AM. Donuts & Coffee Social  
8:15 AM. Welcome, Introductions, Prayer ------------------------------------ Ken Kauffman  
8:25 AM. Singing ------------------------------------------------------------------- Ryan Kimberlin  
8:30 AM. Relationships Matter ---------------------------------------------------- Jeff Swanson 
9:30 AM. Breakout Session #1  
                A. Spiritual Coffee ---------------------------------------------------------- Jonah Avina  

                B. Integrity Matters------------------------------------------------------- Jonathan Erb  
 C. Stories Matter ----------------------------------------------------- Deanna Swanson 
10:20 AM. Break  
11:00 AM. Breakout Session #2  
                 A. Discipline that Trains the Heart-------------------------------- Chester Weaver  

                 B. Fine-Tuning Anabaptist Education ---------------------------------Jeff Swanson  

                 C. Excellence Matters -----------------------------------------------Deanna Swanson  
12:00 PM. Lunch Break  
1:20 PM. Announcements--------------------------------------------------------- Ken Kauffman 
1:25 PM Singing -------------------------------------------------------------------- Ryan Kimberlin  
1:30 PM. Breakout Session #3  
                A. Board Matters ---------------------------------------------------------- Jonathan Erb  

                B. Vibrant Bible Lessons -------------------------------------------------- Jonah Avina  

                C. Majoring in Motivation ------------------------------------------Deanna Swanson 
2:20 PM. Breakout Session #4 (Question & Answer)  

Submit all questions by 1:00pm. A dropbox will be on the registration table 

A. Group 1 -------------------------------------------------------------------- Jonah Avina                                                                                              
B. Group 2 ------------------------------------------------------------------- Jeff Swanson    

                C. Group 3 ------------------------------------------------------------------- Jonathan Erb  
 D. Group 4 (Board Members) ------------------------------------------Ernie Weaver 
 
3:10 PM. Break  
3:40 PM. The Teachers Heart Matters -------------------------------------------- Jonah Avina  
5:00 PM. Dismissal -------------------------------------------------------------------Ken Kauffman 
5:15 PM. Supper (sack lunches will be available for those traveling) 

 

Main Topics 
The Heart Matters: Are reading, ‘riting, and ‘rithmetic the heart of teaching? This topic 
addresses heart matters, the things that matter most: teaching from the heart to the heart 
about the heart. 

Relationships Matter: It is important to build genuine, healthy, biblical relationships with 

students, co-teachers, the school board, and parents.  We will discuss the initiation and 
maintenance of good relationships, as well as the navigation of awkward situations. 

The Teachers Heart Matters: Who we are is more important than what we say. What is 

the Teacher’s heart, and how does it affect my daily life? What distractions must we avoid to 
maintain the Teacher’s heart? 

Breakouts: 
Spiritual Coffee: How can a teacher maintain vibrant spiritual life? Can we find inspiration 

for daily devotionals? What are appropriate subjects to address? 

Integrity Matters: Who are you? Does it matter? Completeness soundness, wholeness, 

honesty – this session will encourage possessing integrity and will discuss practical ways of 

instilling it in those we teach. 
Stories Matter: Stories can be used to teach character, remember spelling words, and to 

emphasize concepts in all school subjects.  We will be discussing how to remember and tell 
your own life stories, how to use others' stories, and how to effectively use both of these in 
the classroom 

Discipline that Trains the Heart: School discipline works with both outer and inner 
controls. Of the two, controlling outward student behavior is easier to accomplish.  But 
Christian schools must rise to the more difficult task of assisting students to develop inner 
controls. 
Fine-tuning Anabaptist Education: God is the great creator and author.  He has made us 

in His image, and has given us the gift of creating as well.  What can we do to implement 
quality arts programs (music and visual arts) in our Christian schools?  Our discussion will 
include the importance of art in Christian Education, curriculum, and teaching ideas for all 
age groups. 

Excellence Matters: We expect excellence in our businesses and at church, so we should 

expect it in the area of education as well.  Our students, as representatives of our Anabaptist 
communities and as Christians, should do all things as unto God, including their performance 
at school. We will explore specific, practical methods to help our students achieve their full 
potential.   

Board Matters: Ideals for effectively fulfilling the role of a board member will be discussed. 

Areas of challenge will be identified and helps will be given to handling tough issues 
appropriately. Come prepared to share in this discussion about board matters. 

Vibrant Bible Lessons: Christian schools teach Bible…right? The Word of God is alive and 
powerful... Are our Bible lessons? 

Majoring in Motivation: When our students are motivated, teaching is a joy.  They are 

more focused during classes, striving to make better grades, and will have better 
attitudes.  We, the teachers, create the climate and culture in our classrooms. We have the 
ability to make school fun and exciting -- or boring and always the same. We will discuss 
several ways to motivate students and make school more enjoyable 




