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hosted by: 
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Christian School Administration Institute 
  

Friday, March 15, 2019 
  

 at Lakeview Conservative Mennonite Church 
   Zurich, Ontario 

  
Moderators ............................................................ CSRC Committee 
Song leader ............................................................. Philip Brubacher 
 
8:30 Registration 
 
9:00 Welcome ................................................................. Paul Zehr 
 
9:10 Opening Songs 
 Devotional ......................................................... Jake Martens 
  
9:30 The Foundations of Genesis .......................... Matthew Horst 
 The scripture asks this question: If the foundations be destroyed, what 

can the righteous do? What foundations are found in Genesis that we build on to 

this day? While the world around us is ignoring and denying these fundamentals 

found in Genesis, will our Christian schools build on these foundations? 

  

10:15 Workshops 
  

 A. Productive Board Meetings ......................... Philip Horst 
 It has been said that your greatest personal asset is your time and school 
board members are often among the busiest men in the community. How can 
board meetings become highly productive and an excellent investment of time for 
the good of the school community? Let’s discuss preparation, format, engagement 
and conclusions that contribute to productive meetings. 

 
 B. Consistent Grading Methods ................ Robbin Bauman 
 When Report Card time comes, are your teachers looking forward to the 
job? Have you, as a board, empowered them with the information that they need to 
handle this important aspect of their work with confidence? If not, I invite you to 
share in a discussion that could bring clarity to the situation. 

 
 C. Her Husband is Known In the Gates ......... Nancy Horst 
 How can a wife enhance the work to which her husband is called? How 
might she hinder the work? Is there a different code of conduct assigned to a wife 
whose husband serves publicly? Or is her Christian character merely given oppor-
tunity to exercise itself in new ways?   (Sisters only) 

 
11:00 15 Minute Break 
 



 

11:15 Why Teach History? ................................. Michael S Martin 
 Boring, just a multitude of dates and names, musty tomes . . . or lively, 
fascinating, must-read? In this fast-paced modern society, we need history more 
than ever. Find out who you are, where you came from, and where you are go-
ing—all from the pages of history. Our students need history classes that give them 
a life-long appreciation for what the past tells the present. 
  

12:05 Lunch  (is provided) 
  
1:35 15 Minute Period of Singing .................... Philip Brubacher 
  
1:50 How Thinkest Thou? ................................ Albert Brubacher 
 True education will always enhance a reverence for God and His Word, 
building conscience to walk in His Word. It is more than a preparation for life; it 
is a preparation for eternal life. Life in the Son. We think the way we do because of 
what we are, and we are what we are because of how we think. 
 

2:40 Workshops 
 
 D. Practical Steps in Choosing School Curriculum 
  .................................................................... Michael S Martin 
 Student needs, teacher suggestions, parental wants—who finally makes 
school curriculum decisions? Should cost be a factor? How much do we adjust 
curriculum for slow or disadvantaged students? Is a Bible-based curriculum im-
portant? After all, we read the Bible at church and at home. Can we utilize secular 
textbooks? Does the “discipleship level” portrayed in our textbooks have any ef-
fect on our children and churches? 

 
 E. Pastoral Support for Boards Facing Tough Situations 
  .......................................................................... Laverne Ropp 
 As we probe the need that is implied regarding pastoral support for 
boards, there are questions that face us. What is effective support? What are the 
ultimate goals in view? Can roles be crossed or minimized? How does the fruit of 
effective support look and how is this accomplished? Bring your questions, experi-
ence and observations along for discussion to develop greater effectiveness in the 
work of the Churches of God. 

 
 
 F. Dyslexia: Recognizing and Addressing the Needs of 
 Your Students ............................................. Robert Heatwole 
 It seems there is something comforting about naming a problem. A doc-
tor's diagnosis is somewhat consoling, even if the remedy may be difficult. Of 
course the best is when the doctor can prescribe a few pills that will easily solve 
the problem. Is dyslexia real? How much comfort can we harvest from the name? 
Are there any available pills? Are there any "quack" remedies that we would do 
well to avoid? 
 
 



 

3:25 15 Minute Break  
 
3:40  CSRC Update ................................................ Alvin Burkhart 
 
4:00  20 Minute topics  
 
 

 1. Extra-Curricular Study ......................... Robert Heatwole 
 Have you ever wondered how to justify the following two statements? 1. 
Readers are leaders. 2. John has so much spare time he is always asking for a 
library book. Well, I have wondered too. But could we sometimes guide his avid 
thirst for reading? Could we nudge his overflowing interest to its greatest poten-
tial? 

 
 2. Class Trips ................................................... Murray Horst 
 Class trips are always a highlight for the students and teachers alike. We 
all enjoy planning them, participating in them as well as reminiscing on them. 
However, why do we go on class trips? Are class trips simply a reward for work 
well done? Maybe they are simply a break for the classroom boredom. How are 
we able to direct these off site trips in a meaningful manner that contributes to the 
work of a Christian school? 

 
 3. Hands-On Learning...................................... Arnold Good 
 There are many ways to learn.  We learn by reading, we learn by follow-
ing the example of others.  We learn by asking questions, or by experimentation.  
Listening to instruction is also a common way to learn.  But not all students have 
the same aptitudes or interests.  Students will retain only a fraction of what they 
"hear" or "see", but much more of what they "do".  Are we using the concept of 
"doing" to its greatest potential? 

  
5:00 Supper  (is provided) 
  
7:00  Songs 
 Devotional .......................................................... John Gerber 
  
7:15 Pray For Your School .............................. Michael S Martin 
 We agonize over how to help teachers. We spend hours at board meetings 
discussing “slow” students. We wonder how to help the children from stressful 
home situations. We long to recover innocence in a classroom where impure influ-
ence has entered. In the early days of the Christian school movement, our church-
es spent hours praying for teachers, legal privileges, curriculum, and conviction. 
Are we now taking this for granted and forgetting that only God can make our 
schools work? Prayer is the key to success. 

 
 
 



 
    CSRC Members (Christian School Resource Committee) 
 

Philip Horst   ............. 519-807-8512  ............ philip.horst.79@gmail.com 
Lorne Martin   ........... 519-525-0474 ................................ lorne@pdmf.ca 
Nathan Martin   ......... 807-271-2721 ....... nathanandesther81@gmail.com 
Robert Heatwole   ..... 807-271-0442 ........ rockyridge2000@hotmail.com 
Alvin Burkhart   ........ 519-520-0509   ........................ alvin@burkharts.ca 
Tom Bender............... 519-521-6232 .................................. tdb@tcc.on.ca 
Eli Wideman   ........... 613-921-5645 ............................. eli@widemans.ca 
 

  
A freewill offering will be collected to help cover the Institute     
expenses.  Cheques can be made payable to the Lakeview         
Conservative Mennonite Church. 
  
 
NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Please Register  
by March 1st. 
  
Complete the registration form below 
and email, fax, or mail to: 
 
Alvin Burkhart 
51075 Talbot Line, RR 1  
Aylmer ON  N5H 2R1 
Cell: 519-520-0509 

Fax: 1-877-772-0389 
alvin@burkharts.ca 

First Registrant / Couple  

Second Registrant / Couple  

Name(s)   

Address   

Address   

Phone   

Fax   

Email   

School Name   

Name(s)   

Address   

Address   

Phone   

Fax   

Email   

School Name   

Dress Code:  Formal (not casual).  Please come dressed up as you 
would for your Sunday morning worship service. 




