
Study and Discussion Skills to Cultivate  
Grades 7-12 
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Skills Ways to practice 

Observation What does this text say? 

Interpretation What does the text mean? 

Application How can I apply this to today? 

Find the context. What comes before/after this text? 

What are the parallel passages? 

What is special about the geography? 

What genre is this? 

Who was writing?  

Who was he writing to? 

Study individual words 

and phrases. 

 Print the passage onto paper with wide 

margins to make notes, draw connecting lines, 

and create lists of the words and phrases. 

 Circle verbs. 

 Underline adjectives. 

 Box repeated or parallel terms. 

 Compare and contrast the lists of nouns, 

verbs, adjectives, and phrases found. How are 

they similar to each other? How are they 

different? 

 What does this text tell us about God’s 

character? 

 What does it show about people? 



Outline the text.  Divide text into sections. 

 Title each section, using parallel structure.  

 Find the main idea of the passage. Try to put it 

into one sentence. 
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Tell the main point. What is the over-arching idea in the text? 

Ask solid questions.  Plan questions in logical progression to take 

your audience from Point A to Point B of your 

study. 

 Avoid asking for yes/no answers. 

 Be relaxed with silence when waiting for 

answers. 

Reference the text.  Tell about the words and phrases you studied. 

 Ask the audience for their input.  

o “I noticed… here. What do you see?” 

o “In this verse… How does that relate 

to….?” 

o “What are you curious about in…?” 

Communicate clearly.  Project your voice to comfortably fill the 

space you’re in. 

 Speak at a moderate speed. 

 Know your tools well, such as chalkboard, 

overhead projector, or PowerPoint. 

 Check beforehand: chalk, markers, legible 

font size. 

 Turn toward your audience when you speak. 

 Guide your audience: 

o “Take 30 seconds to think about… then tell 

us…” 

o “Talk to your neighbor for 2 minutes 

about…” 



Listen responsively.  Repeat others’ responses so everyone can 

benefit. 

 Nod, gesture toward speaker. 

 Ask clarifying questions. 

o “When I heard you say___, I wondered 

about____.” 

o “Tell us more about what you’re thinking!” 
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 Discuss with others.  What went well? Why? 

 How could I have done better? 

 How can I use this feedback for the next time? 

 


