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Ethics: Christian Morals Regarding Sexuality
I. Introduction:  If we were to represent all of the moral guidelines about human conduct on a pie graph, only a small slice of pie would relate to sexuality, but for some reason, this slice of the pie gets a whole lot more attention in our society than any other subject.  Not many people in our society take issue with the Christian view of love or patience or humility, but many do take issue with the Christian view of sexuality.  And their objection in this area often overshadows all other aspects of Christian morality.  The reasons for this are complex and outside the scope of this study, but because this is the reality of our culture, we need a clear understanding of what is right and what is wrong in this area as well as the reasons for the Christian belief.
II. Marriage
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]One man, one woman, for life--no sex before marriage, no sex outside of marriage—not in the physical act, not in mental thought
i. Only in a permanent and exclusive commitment is true intimacy possible
ii. A permanent commitment brings wholeness to relationships—it brings together the physical, the emotional, the mental, the social aspects of human beings
iii. A permanent commitment provides a secure environment for children 
iv. A permanent and exclusive commitment reflects the relationship between God and humans
b. Divorce and Remarriage	
i. Although Christians have disagreed about this subject, we believe that divorce and remarriage violate God’s plan in the same way that fornication and adultery do
ii. When a man and woman make vows to each other before God to become husband and wife, they remain married to each other for the rest of their lives whether or not the government considers them married or divorced.
iii. When a man or a woman “remarries” while their first spouse is still living, they are guilty of adultery because they are not being faithful to their vows
III. Homosexuality
a. Christians believe a sexual relationship between two people of the same gender violates God’s design for sexuality and is sin; Genesis teaches that man was alone initially and that it was not good and that God specifically designed woman to fill that spot
b. It’s important to remember that it is the acting on homosexual desires that are wrong, not the desires themselves
c. How should Christians relate to homosexuals?
i. The command to love your neighbor applies to them as well as anyone else
ii. While we cannot accept their actions, we can still accept them as people
iii. We should kindly call them to repentance, believing that their sin will ruin their lives and come between them and God
IV. Conclusion:  Sexuality is a sacred gift.  Guard yourself so that you can experience the blessing that God has intended for it to be.


Mark 10:6-9
"But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.'  'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,  and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

Romans 1:26-28
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.\

1 Corinthians 7:2
But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:17-20
But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body

Leviticus 18:22
" 'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable


