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Humor, horror, honor, humility, hilarity, heroism, humanization, and (that’s just the “H” words) much, much more are expressed and experienced in literature.  This class is a journey of adventure through the wonderful collection of American literature.

I. 
Rationale

1. Develop cultural literacy as a common base for understanding and relating to people

2. Form Christ-like “feeling beliefs”—the kind of deep, instinctive beliefs that determine a person’s response to the world

3. Gain insight and wisdom about life through others’ experience

4. “Work out” intellectually and emotionally – think, reason, comprehend, dream, laugh, cry, celebrate, sympathize with fellow human beings

II.  
Objectives – By the end of the year, the student will be able to…

1. Distinguish between good literature and literature of substandard quality

2. Explain the basic meaning of each selection of literature found in this course

3. Identify the author of each selection

4. Give a mini-biography of each major author found in this course

5. Identify the painter of each of the paintings in this course
6. Identify some of the major values and themes of American literature

7. Define the literary terms used in this course

III.
Requirements and Procedures

1. Guidelines for homework

a. Complete the questions at the end of each story unless otherwise instructed

b. Homework is to be handed in at the beginning of the next class period (on your own)
c. Proper format – Each paper must have the class name, student name, date, and name of literary selection.  
d. Questions are to be answered in complete sentences, in proper form.
2. Extra credit will be given for reading the entire works from which the text uses excerpts and writing a brief response
3. Some of the selections in this text will be bypassed in favor of other pieces of literature
4. Spelling class will be held on Mon., Wed., and Friday around 10:15 a.m.; tests will be given on Wednesday and will be counted as quizzes in the American Literature grade
IV.  Grading Policy


-Quizzes


25%


-Tests


75%
