Discipleship

Lesson 15 

Christ of the Mount
Introduction

“What Would Jesus Do?”  We can ask this question sincerely, but we have to have an accurate picture of Jesus if we are to answer the question correctly and actually walk in his steps.

How do we come to know what Jesus would do in a particular situation?  What is the method and source of our knowledge?  First and most of all, there is the stories and teachings about Jesus in the Bible.  It is primarily the Scriptures that inform and shape our understanding of Jesus.  No Scriptures show us more about Jesus than Mt. 5, 6, and 7.  

Some call this the Sermon on the Mount.  E. Stanley Jones says that it is a mistake to call it a sermon.  It’s more like a picture of Christ.  It is not just a collection of moral teachings; it is a representation of the person and character of Jesus, presenting him as the perfect Man and the ultimate example of how we should live.

Read p. 14-15 in The Christ of the Mount, starting halfway down on p. 14. 
God made humans in His image.  There was a resemblance between God and man.  Sin disfigured the image in us, destroying the “godlikeness” in us.  Jesus is the Son of God, “the exact image of God.”  Jesus came to earth and exemplified to man what he was created to be; he lived the life that we were meant to live.  In essence, he was saying, “Here is what it means to be a creature in the image of God.”  That is what we get in Mt. 5-7.  
A group of people were sent to a concentration camp.  Because of the dehumanizing conditions —the lack of food and shelter, the relentless, backbreaking hard labor, the cruel treatment—the men began to live as animals.  They quit taking care of themselves, they became bitter and hard, they would dig another man’s eyes out just so they could steal his crusts of bread.  After this went on a while, a new man arrived in the camp who behaved completely differently.  He took the mistreatment while standing tall, he figured out ways to improve the men’s living conditions, he looked out for the others in addition to taking care of his own health.  He organized social gatherings in the evening, where the men would tell stories and sing songs.  Something began to stir deep within the other men.  It began to dawn on them that this was a better way to live.  In fact, this was what it meant to be human.  This was who they were meant to be.  That is what Jesus does for planet Earth.
