Discipleship
Lesson 17

Christ of the Mount

Mt. 5:6-8

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
Jesus used the strongest human desire to talk about righteousness.  When people really get hungry and thirsty, these cravings overpower every other desire.  We are willing to do almost anything to get food or water.  All other desires are subordinated to this one.  Examples of cannibalism in besieged cities.  

Why is it makarios to desire and receive righteousness?  What is it and why is it so important?  What are some synonyms for righteousness?  --justice, goodness, right standing before God, being filled with the nature of God, being who God created us to be--
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

A person who is passionate about righteousness can almost seem harsh toward others.  Everything is black and white, and they can’t stand black.  If something is wrong, they will come down on it with a sledgehammer.  So Jesus follows up with, “Blessed are the merciful…”  Mercy does not overlook wrong.  In response to another person who has committed unrighteousness, mercy says, ”what you did was wrong, and you need to change.”  But instead of saying, “You’re gonna get what you deserve,” it says, “I’ll give you much better than what you deserve in order to encourage you to grow.”
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Purity is all one thing.  A nugget of pure gold means there’s nothing besides gold in that nugget.  “Purity of heart is to will one thing.” (Kierkegaard)  Everything in us lines up in one direction.  Our heart, mind, and soul are unified in their efforts and priorities.  True purity is when we have singleness of heart toward God, where nothing divides our love and allegiance to Him, where nothing distracts us from a singleness of focus on Him.  Is it possible to have purity of heart toward something else?  The woman who is intent on becoming the most famous singer in the country?  The man intent on breaking the world record for running the mile.  They are going to have a purity of heart toward their goal.  It seems like some of these people do a better job of purifying their hearts than we Christians.  We are to have purity of heart in following Jesus.
Homework:  


1.  Write the Beatitudes 4, 5, and 6 (Mt. 5:6-8) in inverse form (turn in)

2.  What threatens to destroy the purity of my heart?  What is trying to get in the 


way of God being the central desire in my life? (do not turn in)
