Discipleship
Lesson 18

Christ of the Mount

Mt. 5:9-12

Mt 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

Blessed are the peacemakers…


When we look at the life of Jesus, we see that it is the nature of God to make peace.  Jesus came “preaching peace” and actively seeking to reconcile humans to God and humans to each other.  In following his steps we also seek reconciliation between humans and God and between humans. 2 Cor. 5.20  
Jesus’ mission of peace should have been welcomed by all, but ironically, it led to his death.  It brought rejection, it brought scorn, and it brought outright mistreatment and persecution.  

Blessed are ye when men shall revile you…

What advantages come with persecution or mistreatment?  (purity in the church, purification of one’s own commitment, clarity of identity, strengthening of faith, validity and authority of testimony)  Read the story about Judson on p. 78 of Christ of the Mount.  Those who have been through persecution carry a weight of authority that the rest of us do not have. 
Journal question:


Think about one relationship where friction or tension is present, and write down some things you could do to help make peace

