Discipleship

Lesson 19
Christ of the Mount

Mt. 5.13-16

Summarizing thought on the beatitudes:The beatitudes began with a giving up of one’s life and end with rejoicing and being glad.  This is exactly opposite from what most of the status quo says.  Other voices in the world begin with looking for happiness and end with depression and meaninglessness.  
13Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

 14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

 15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

You are the salt of the earth!  Salt has zip and pizzazz to it.  It keeps things from being bland and tasteless.  As you follow Jesus, you show that life is not bland and meaningless.  A real disciple is salty: when people run across him, they should raise their eyebrows and wonder, “why is this guy different?”  It’s real life, and it’s a contrast to the monotonous humdrum that most people live in.  It’s an adventure because we are part of a movement that has an end goal.  It’s an adventure because we are on a ride we’ve never been on before and we don’t know exactly what is going to happen.  
Sometimes young folks that grow up in a Christian environment think it is exactly the opposite.  Christians and the church are the bland ones, and that ones in the show business, or in the sports world, or the business tycoons are the ones who have it happening.  They are the ones who really have an interesting and meaningful life.  Have you ever felt like that?  
Partly it’s the fault of Christians who have lost their “saltiness.”  They let their life of discipleship become diluted with other commitments and passions.  Salt mixed with dirt isn’t so appealing.  Partly, it’s not really being able to see the inner lives of the people we think have it exciting.  Ever heard of a committed Christian committing suicide?  Ever heard of a sports player or movie star committing suicide?  February of 2011, Dave Duerson, retired but very talented (two-time Super Bowl champion) football player put a gun to his chest and pulled the trigger.  Why?  In 2010, the captain of the University of Penn. Football team hanged himself.  He was younger than I am.  Why?  In 2009, a tremendously successful German businessman named Adolf Merckle, once worth around 9 billion, stepped out in front of a speeding train.  Why? 

Light of the world:  Imagine a picture of planet earth from space.  It’s covered in darkness, but scattered all over the globe are little pockets of light.  Wherever there is a Christian church, there is a spot of light.  There’s a little church in Australia, there’s one in center of Tokyo, there, in Waynesboro, GA, Hephzibah, GA.  Yes, there is hope!

Journal question: What does it mean to be a “salty” Christian?   What can we do to increase our saltiness?
