Discipleship
Lesson 20

Christ of the Mount

Mt. 5:17-26

Ye have heard that it was said, but I say unto you…

Jesus gives a whole series of, “Ye have heard….”  In verses 17-20, he introduces this section.  He says, “I’m  going to tell some things that sound new to you, but don’t think that I’m doing away with your religion as you know it.  I’m not saying that your law and your system of spiritual practices are wrong; I’m saying that this is what they really mean.”  “Let me help you to see the true purpose of the law.  I am here to complete the law, to fill it out, to fulfill it.”  There is a sense also that Christ fulfills the good and the true that is present in every culture and every person.  “The things that you hold important, that really matter to you, that you are passionate about, that you believe deeply…I’m here to bring those things to their true potential, to bring them into fullness.
Ye have heard…You shall not kill…


Jesus puts anger, at least a certain kind of anger, in the same category as murder! Not only is it wrong to murder the body; it is also wrong to murder the soul, to inflict injury on a person’s heart, spirit, or mind. Why?  What is going on in my heart when I am angry with my brother?  Maybe it is a desire to kill, at least a desire to inflict pain and injury on that person. I want to lessen that person’s life, to take away life rather than give life.  Insulting someone or calling them a fool is a similar evil.  “Raca” was apparently a term of abuse.  It shows contempt for another person.  Contempt says that a person does not have value.  It devalues life and the despised person can be devastated by it.  Ultimately, contempt for another person is an insult to God.  It despises his work. The truth is that life is sacred and every human being has equal worth.  Anything we do or think that destroys life or puts another person below us in value is wrong. Jesus is revealing the high standards of God’s will for man.

What do verses 23-24 imply?  Right relationship with God is impossible when I have wrong attitudes toward my brothers.  
Assignment:  Paraphrase (put into your own words) Mt. 5:17-26
