Discipleship
Lesson 22

Christ of the Mount

Mt. 5:33-37

 33"Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' 34But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. 
The practice of swearing to the truth creates two categories of truthfulness.  There is “normal truthfulness” and “sworn truthfulness.”  The second category of truth is saved for special occasions—court cases, substantial business dealings, special pledges and vows to another person.  In court cases, the persons involved are asked to place their left hand on the Bible, raise their right hand and swear to “tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”  In other places, witnesses are required to say: “I swear by Almighty God that I will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” (Scotland)  Swearing to tell the truth is supposed to guarantee the truth of what that person says.  What does that imply about “normal truthfulness”?  (It’s normally OK to stretch the truth or to lie once in a while.)  

In a poll of Americans, 65% said that is was OK to lie to avoid hurting someone’s feelings.  Do you agree?  Is it ever OK to lie?  What about if someone’s life is at stake?  (story of Corrie ten Boom and her brother Wilhelm)  
What are different ways of lying?  Saying what you know isn’t true, changing the facts slightly for some personal advantage, intentional exaggeration, agreeing to an untruth with your silence
The issue of swearing in court…What if we have to appear in court and are asked to swear to the truth?  This has been a difficult issue for some Christians in the past. George Fox, Quakers' founder, famously challenged a judge who had asked him to swear, saying that he would do so once the judge could point to any Bible passage where Jesus or his apostles took oaths. (The judge could not, but this did not allow Fox to escape punishment.)  Now, people have the option of “affirming” rather than swearing in the legal system, and so that is what we should do.
Jesus said that our yes should mean yes and our no should mean no.  If we make this a practice our word will be trusted.  Horton the Elephant:  “I said what I meant and I meant what I said, an elephant’s faithful 100%.”

Assignment:  What would you say if you were called to be a witness in a court 
case and the judge asked you to swear to tell the truth?  How would you 
explain that decision?
