Discipleship

Lesson 25

Mt. 5: 43-48

Justifying and Supporting War
The majority of Christians throughout history, both in America and in other places, have supported and participated in war.  We live in a country that honors the military and its wars above almost everything else.  There is Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day, July 4th; there are military statues and monuments in nearly every town square; there are regular parades in honor of the military; countless roads, parks, other public facilities are named after military entities.  Some of the staunchest supporters of the US military are the people who claim to follow  the one who said, “Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you.”  Why is this?  
1) Many people have given their loyalty to their country first and to Jesus secondly.  (Drive down the road three miles and you’ll see the flag pole in front of the church.  Flying at the very top is the red, white, and blue, and underneath that is the white flag with a cross on it.)  This order of allegiance is not unique to Americans.  Before America existed, churches were bowing their knee to their nation first and to Jesus second.  In the 1930s there were many German Christians who had the same attitude toward their country that Americans have toward the United States.  And for nations to survive, they have to put their own interest above everything else.  What would happen if one of the candidates who is campaigning for the presidency right now (Mitt Romney) would unveil a program for the advancement of China?  No, an elected official is under oath to seek the interest of his own country above everything else.  All decisions are made in light of what is good for “us.”      Christians who think like this often divide their lives into two realms: the private and the public.  Privately, they give their allegiance to Jesus; publicly they give their allegiance to the United States.  Therefore, Jesus’ teaching applies to their private lives and Uncle Sam’s directives apply to their public lives.  Of course it’s wrong to shoot your neighbor or your wife and it’s wrong to lie to the police officer about your age but in war, it’s honorable to shoot the other guy or to lie to him if it advances the cause of your country.  (Ex. of US interrogator and his lying promises to Afghan men).  I’ve got a clipping from the True Citizen that quotes a guy as saying that Jesus died for your soul and the American soldier died for your freedom!  There are two Saviors—the one who takes the lives of his enemies stands right beside the one who gave his life for his enemies. 
2) Another reason for American Christians’ support for war is a theory of ideas that provide a justification for war.  This is known as the “just war theory.”  It acknowledges that war is evil, but says that it is still necessary under certain circumstances.  It says that using a lesser evil to stop a bigger evil is right.  Here are the conditions for “just war”:

a. The authority waging it must be legitimate

b. The cause being fought for must be just (aggression is wrong)
c. The motivation must be loving

d. War must be the last resort

e. Success must be probable

f. The means must be indispensable (only what is necessary is allowed)
g.  The means must be discriminating

h. The means must respect the provisions of international law

Notes on the use of the just-war theory:  


-No war has ever met all of the requirements


-No Christian body has ever used the theory to declare a war unjust


-The United States has never used the theory (as a whole) to justify its wars


-The theory is impossible to apply in our era:  (e.g. it’s impossible to be 

discriminate with bombs and missiles)

