ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHRISTIAN PARTICIPATION IN WAR

1.  HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED – Humans are created in the image of God; 	to deface this image is wrong (Gen. 9:6).  Since God is the only One 	who creates life, He is the only One who can take it.

2.  CHRISTIANS ARE SPECIFICALLY CALLED TO CARRY OUT THE WILL OF GOD ON EARTH:
	-THE CHURCH IS TO SHOW AND EXECUTE GOD’S PLAN – EPH. 1:23, 3:10
	-CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED TO THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION – II COR. 5:18
	-CHRISTIANS ARE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST WITH THE WORLD – MT. 28:19
	-CHRISTIANS ARE TO “OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD” ROM. 12:21
	-CHRISTIANS ARE TO LOVE ALL MEN (AND WOMEN) – MT. 5:44
	-CHRISTIANS ARE TO SERVE ALL PEOPLE IN HUMILITY – MT. 20:26
	-CHRISTIANS ARE TO ACCEPT SUFFERING RATHER THAN DO WRONG – I PET 2:21

3.  GOD LOVES ALL PEOPLE EQUALLY – God has no favorite groups or nations.  No nation can claim God’s exclusive favor and direction. (Col. 3:11; Acts 10:34)

4.  GOD IS OMNIPOTENT AND GOOD – Ultimately, God is in control of all things.  Our obedience to God is based on our trust in Him.

5.  WAR BRINGS DEATH AND SUFFERING TO INNOCENT PEOPLE – While government may have authority to execute a convicted criminal, it does not have authority to pronounce death on an entire country of people (even an entire group of men who happen to be wearing uniforms)—the individuals who make up these groups (and are targeted in war) have never been proven guilty of a crime worthy of death.  War also usually destroys a country’s substructure, economy, and government and generally incites more hatred and bitterness.

6.  DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOLLOW IN HIS STEPS

Secondarily:
-Giving government the authority to do war forces one to accept the horrors of 
[bookmark: _GoBack]governments throughout history (Hitler, Stalin, Chavez, etc.)
-War dehumanizes both the fighter and the one fought against
-War is a waste of money and resources




“Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger.
My love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger,
And I have promised, promised to be always near.”


