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Introduction . . .
Dear Students,

Welcome to writing class! Writing happens all the time. It happens when you chalk out a pre-
tend story on the sidewalk, journal how you feel, make lists of what to take on vacation, or 
design a card for Grandma. Swirls, flourishes, and swoops characterize your handwriting and 
give your letters and lists a personal feel. 

I began noticing how people write when I was in sixth grade. I read reports that other people 
had written and thought, “surely this doesn’t have to be so boring! Why does everyone write 
the same old way?” So I began rethinking how to begin my reports and essays. I wrote stories 
in my spare time. I poured my heart into every paper I handed into the teacher. Once my teach-
er wrote back to me in a note, “Jennifer, someday you’ll be an author of a book. I hope to read 
it.” I was stunned. Could I be a writer? Although that note went to my head, one thing positive 
it did do was gave me the encouragement I needed to pursue writing with a passion. Later 
that same teacher gave me an editing book to help me along even more. She was the biggest 
instrument in helping me get several stories published and in pushing me towards writing. 

Writing is not confined to stodgy blank pages and reports for science. Writing is observation 
and creativity. Ask yourself, “How can I word this in a way that is fresh? How can I convey my 
message in a way that nobody else has before”? It makes you start looking at life through a 
new lens. When you write creatively, you try to write with interest, pop, and reality. The mun-
dane can become fascinating depending on how we portray it.

Write things down! That is one way to become a good writer. Recording details, conversations, 
article titles, funny happenings, and things you like or dislike suddenly becomes your “writer’s 
ammunition”. You have a wealth of true-to-life tidbits to add to any non-fiction or fiction writing. 
It’s authentic. It’s you. 

Another way to become a good writer is to observe how others do it. When you read some-
thing, notice how you feel about it. Did it bore you and make you toss it aside with a sigh? Or 
did you reread parts, cling to every word, and formulate a response in your mind? If you did 
the latter, take note of how that author did it. What style of sentences did he use? What word 
choices? How can I do that?

Writing doesn’t come easily or naturally all the time. But it’s something that is worth doing with 
your whole heart. The more you write, the more comfortable you’ll be and success will come 
quickly. This creative writing course is designed to add some fun and flair to the writing pro-
cess, divided into small, manageable lessons. I hope you enjoy it! Live with your eyes wide 
open. Acknowledge the Creator of life. And write with gusto. 

Practice makes perfect, 

~Jennifer Yoder
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Instructions . . .
There are three basic kinds of lessons in this writing course. Each lesson will be labeled with 
one of the following kinds of lessons: (1) Free writing, (2) Reading Responses, and (3) Mini 
Writing Lesson exercises. 

Free-writing is a technique used to help you get comfortable with writing whatever you want 
to. You are expected to write non-stop for a set amount of time (eight minutes or ten minutes, 
whatever the teacher requires). Write whatever comes to your mind. Normally, the free-writing 
lessons will have a writing prompt, a picture, a poem, or a question for you to respond to. If 
however, you’d rather write about a different subject, that is ok too! If you run out of words in 
your mind, fill in with, “What shall I write next, what shall I write next, what shall I write next,” 
till your creative juices get flowing again. Eventually some other topic will come to your mind! 

Reading Response Lessons are to help you analyze other people’s writings, and critically think 
about the given situation. It is good to constantly have wholesome literature in front of us, and 
this is one way we can do that. Also, we wanted a way for you as students to develop critical 
thinking skills. One way to do that is to write a response to what you just read. Writing is think-
ing in this case and it helps summarize your opinions about the writing. We also want you to be 
able to discern between light and darkness spiritually, especially in reading materials. . .”Is it 
first pure, then peaceable, of good report,. . .” Phil. 4:8?

The Mini Lesson Writing activities are geared toward “fun” writing experiences where you have 
to “get out of your box” for a bit and try something new! Some lessons might be like what you 
learn in English Class. All the better! It’ll help you know how to make English Class a really 
good experience for yourself, your classmates, and your teacher. Some of the writing activi-
ties are labeled with a symbol      that stands for a “gold piece”. Those are the written pieces 
that we want you to edit and polish until they're perfected and you are satisfied. It also gives 
something for the teacher to put a grade on so he/she can record in your report card that you 
have been doing good writing. 

Normally, the lesson plans follow this order: Free writing, Mini Writing Lesson, Reading Re-
sponse, Mini Writing Lesson, Mini Writing Lesson. . .

Another thing. . .whenever you see this symbol            it means that it’s a friends lesson. You 
get to pull aside a friend, and do the lesson together! Remember that when you do it with a 
friend, only help each other think - don’t copy each other’s work.
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Lesson 9
A S S I G N M E N T :

READING RESPONSE

Read:
The room, in which the boys were fed, was a large stone hall, with a copper at 

one end: out of which the master, dressed in an apron for the purpose, and assisted 
by one or two women, ladled the gruel at mealtimes. Of this festive composition 
each boy had one porringer, and no more—except on occasions of great public re-
joicing, when he had two ounces and a quarter of bread besides.

The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till 
they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which never took 
very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit staring at 
the copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured the very bricks of 
which it was composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in sucking their fingers 
most assiduously, with the view of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might 
have been cast thereon. Boys have generally excellent appetites. Oliver Twist and his 
companions suffered the tortures of slow starvation for three months: at last they 
got so voracious and wild with hunger, that one boy, who was tall for his age, and 
hadn’t been used to that sort of thing (for his father had kept a small cook-shop), 
hinted darkly to his companions that unless he had another basin of gruel per diem, 
he was afraid he might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next him, who 
happened to be a weakly youth of tender age. He had a wild, hungry eye; and they 
implicitly believed him. A council was held; lots were cast who should walk up to 
the master after supper that evening, and ask for more; and it fell to Oliver Twist.

The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook’s uni-
form, stationed himself at the copper; his pauper assistants ranged themselves 
behind him; the gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over the short 
commons. The gruel disappeared; the boys whispered to each other, and winked 
at Oliver; while his next neighbors nudged him. Child as he was, he was desperate 
with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from the table; and advancing to the 
master, basin and spoon in hand, said: somewhat alarmed at his own temerity:

“Please, sire, I want some more.”

The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed in stupe-
fied astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds, and then clung for support 
to the copper. The assistants were paralyzed with wonder; the boys with fear.

“What!” said the master at length, in a faint voice.

“Please, sir,” replied Oliver, “I want some more.”

The master aimed a blow at Oliver’s head with the ladle; pinioned him in his 
arm; and shrieked aloud for the beadle.

- E X C E R P T  F R O M  O L I V E R  T W I S T  B Y  C HA R L E S  D I C K E N S
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Answer the following questions:

We can only imagine the starvation these boys faced because we’ve always had plenty to eat. 

		  1.	 What emotion did you feel toward the following characters as you read?
			   The group of boys being served
			   The boy that was tall for his age
			   Oliver Twist
			   The master who hit Oliver

	 	 2.	 Underline ten words that are new or somewhat strange to you and read the definition.

		  3.	 Why do you think the boys were not allowed to have any more food.

		  4.	 What are three ways the writer helps you see, feel, and hear this scene?
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Lesson 12
A S S I G N M E N T :

FREE WRITING

Write an imaginary journal entry by Gideon, Abraham, David, or Jeremiah.

Example journal entry:

	 Sunday: This morning I watched sheep. Bruno, the brown 
headed sheep, kept running away. I pulled up a poisonous weed 
that a sheep was about to eat. Also I played on my harp to keep 
the sheep calm. 

	 Monday: This morning was quite cool. One of the lambs ran away. I 
found it over the hill behind a stubby bus. All of a sudden I heard a growl on 
the far side of the sheep herd. It was a bear. I grabbed my sling shot and began 
to whirl it. I hit the bear on the head. It crashed to the ground.

	 Tuesday: This morning not much happened. I found a snake near a lamb in the 
afternoon. I grabbed my knife and ended its life.

	 Wednesday: I’m so excited! My father said I’m to take food to my brothers in the army. 
So I came here today. I got here at bedtime. I get to sleep in my brother’s tent. I hope to see a 
Philistine tomorrow.

	 Thursday: I got to see a giant today. His name is Goliath. He called me names. I knew 
I could kill him because God is with me. I used a stone and my slingshot-hurling the stone 
straight at his forehead. He died, so I cut off his head. My heart beat so hard I was scared. The 
Israelites rejoiced over me and what God did. 
- D E S T A N Y  C A R T E R
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Lesson 18
A S S I G N M E N T :

MINI WRITING EXERCISE

Wake up your senses! Today you’re going to pen another style of poetry.

Examples:

Joy is bright green.
It tastes like orange juice.
It smells like sunshine.
It looks like fireworks.
It sounds like a crackling fire.
Joy makes me feel like giggling.

Crankiness is orange brown.
It tastes like dried out cookies.
It smells like bad breath. 
It looks like a bull dog.
It sounds like a chalkboard scratch.
Crankiness is how I feel with a sore throat.

Excitement is
It tastes like
It smells like
It looks like
It sounds like
Excitement makes me feel

Loneliness is
It tastes like
It smells like
It looks like
It sounds like
Loneliness makes me feel
S T U D E N T  T I P :
This is a gold piece lesson. Restudy, edit, and revise your work. Refer to the rubric on the back page on the book for writing tips. Please 
write the final draft on the following blank page for your teacher to grade.
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