Name:_________________________
Literature II Essay Study Questions
1. Title:_______________________________________
2. Author: ____________________________________
3. What was the main idea of the essay? _______________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What lessons could you learn? ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
5. How was the setting different than your life? How did the essay serve as a “window” for you? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Identify a point in the essay where you felt an emotion. What did you feel? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How were the experiences of the characters in the story similar to you? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Do / did you have any advice for any of the characters at any point? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Evaluate the writing style, grammar, word choice, etc. _________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Evaluate how effective the author was in their writing. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ideas for use of this worksheet:
CLE Literature II, Unit 10, Lesson 9.
Following are some effective essays. I would recommend doing one as a class, one in pairs, and one as an independent assignment.
“If You Think Racism doesn’t exist” https://jdubb22blog.wordpress.com/2017/09/12/if-you-think-racism-doesnt-exist/
(eye-opening especially to students who have little interaction with minorities)

 “Drowning in Dishes But Finding a Home” https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/12/jobs/drowning-in-dishes-but-finding-a-home.html (A favourite essay of mine; should be included in future textbooks)

“What My Dad Gave His Shop” https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/12/harmony-audio-pandemic-small-business/616926/ (has an excess of politics in the middle that the students will find hard to understand, but the storyline is excellent, especially as it relates to small businesses and the pandemic)

