
Core Christian Beliefs
I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Major positions on the question of God
a. Atheism: the minority view that there is no god
b. Belief in a god: the majority view in history
i. Pantheism: God as part of the natural order
1. Good and evil are simply different sides of god
2. Examples of pantheists 
a. Hegel
b. Hindus
ii. Theism:  God as outside the natural order
1. God as Creator: He is distinct and separate from nature
a. Illustration A: Painter and painting
b. Illustration B: Composer and a tune
2. Moral objection: if God created the world and is separate from it, where did evil come from?
a. This objection used as an argument against existence of God
b. God has to exist for there to be fair/unfair and right/wrong
i. Fish does not feel wet in water
ii. Man has to know light to know what darkness is
II. Major positions on the question of evil
a. Preliminary issues
b. Dualism
III. God’s solution to evil
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